Dr. B. C. TATE said that these sporadic cases were essentially different from the epidemic cases described by the President and Dr. Semon. All these sporadic cases were, curiously enough, lefthanded. He had thought it possible that the condition might be in the nature of a protest against the child being forced to be righthanded, but in two recent cases the child has been allowed to remain lefthanded, so that this hypothesis would not hold.
Dr. PARKES \WEBER: I regard the habit of hair-plucking in this case as exactly analogous to nail-biting. It is only one form of doing something exciting or stimulating when there is depression or ennuii. It is something like smoking a cigarette when there is nothing else to be done. J. S., a married woman aged 23. The eruption has been present for two months, and occurs on the arms, legs, and trunk, chiefly on extensor surfaces. There is no sensory disturbance, and the patient feels perfectly well.
The lesions appear to consist of small areas of petechial haemorrhages with pigmentation and probably telangiectasis. They vary in size from a pin's head to in. in diameter. Factitious urticaria is present to a moderate degree.
Biopsy (sections shown): "There is patchy cellular infiltration in superficial layers in the dlermis w-ith some dilatation of the vessels and occasional extravasation of red cells. The cellular extudate is mostly small roun(I cells, there are a few polymorphs and endothelioid cells. There are no mast cells to be seen, and there is no pigmentation."
The lesions have almost disappeared during the fortnight since I saw this case and there are only relatively few lesions now left on the legs. Dermatographism was present, though is now less.
The original diagnosis is therefore in doubt owing to the rapid clearance of the lesions.
"White Spot Disease."-C. H. WHITTLE, M.D.
R. F., male aged 39, an electrician. First noticed spots on the front of his neck a year ago. The number of spots has increased and now there is a confluent patch on the V-area in the front of neck and chest, and newer patches on the extensor aspect of the right elbow and of the forearm in the tattooed area. There is also a single spot on the left arm extensor aspect near the elbow.
He says he is otherwise well and the spots have given no trouble but some tingling
